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It is a well-established principle of international law that those detained by the state enjoy the itations to the right in any circumstances. Indeed, Article 2(2) of the UNCAT states that no 25 exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of war or a threat of war, internal po-26 litical in stability or any other public emergency, may be invoked as a justification of torture. 27 Why in law is this freedom absolute, and non-permissable either in war or other public 28 emergency? Notwithstanding the seemingly little practical value that ill-treatment might 29 provide in giving state officials reliable information about, for example, a terror plot (which 30 is discussed in more detail later), torture has been described as an intimate exercise of 31 pain-inflicted one on one-that terrorizes and humiliates the victim, and robs them of the 32 dignity and autonomy that are the essence of the ideal of being human. 1 Indeed, would a
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it is an exponent of torture? A state in such a situation cannot allow ill-treatment without 35 arguably betraying its own principles and losing credibility. Nevertheless, do those who engage in acts of a terrorist nature deserve the absolute 37 right to be free from state harm (assuming those that died had survived), if there was a 38 very real possibility that they possessed information which could avert an atrocity; and 39 "intensive interrogation" was, realistically, the only conceivable means of acquiring such 40 information? Perhaps the absolute nature of the antitorture right should be relaxed to 41 prevent, for example, a terrorist attack-"preventative torture" 3 -particularly in a "ticking 42 bomb" 4 scenario? Remember, in the last ten years or so we have witnessed the "Ricin Case," the United States and its allies. So much so, it is estimated that currently there are up to 53 200 suicide bombers planning attacks in, for example, Britain. 14 
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Consider, also, the rights of those intent on detonating a radiological dispersion device, 55 or "dirty bomb," in a highly populated area such as England's capital, London (I choose   56 this as an example since it is arguably vulnerable to attack because of its role as the host The "Positive" Nature of Torture and Ill-Treatment
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The legal prohibition on torture, and other forms of ill-treatment, much like other "civil 167 and political" rights such as the rights to liberty, privacy, and expression, is categorized as 168 "negative" (i.e., a "freedom from"), meaning states simply undertake not to violate them: Adopting this reasoning, the fact that children were murdered and injured because of terror state's duty to prevent harm. However, while the "negative" right of a detainee is absolute, Diane Pretty alleged that U.K. law had consigned her to an inhuman and degrading death; 
